REPORTS  BY  DEPUTATIO]N[S 


BRANCH  MEDICAL  COUNCIL  FOR  SCOTLAND 

APPOINTED  TO  VISIT  THE  EXAMINATION  FOR  MEDICAL 
DEGREES  AND  LICENSES  IN  EDINBURGH,  GLASGOW, 
AND  ABERDEEN. 


REPORT  BY  DEPUTATION 


OF 

THE  SCOTTISH  BEANCH  OF  GENERAL  MEDICAL 

COUNCIL, 

ON  EXAMINATION  FOR  DEGREES  IN  MEDICINE  IN 
UNIVERSITY  OF  EDINBURGH. 

As  deputed  by  the  Scottish  Branch  of  the  Medical  Council,  we  visited, 
on  the  17th  July,  the  examinations  for  the  degree  of  M.D.  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Edinburgh. 

We  were  most  courteously  received  by  Dr.  Balfour,  the  Dean  of 
the  Medical  Facxdty,  who  gave  us  all  needful  information,  and  placed 
before  us  every  document  which  could  make  clear  to  us  the  method  of 
conducting  the  examination,  and  also  of  j  udging  in  regard  to  the  compet- 
ency of  the  candidates. 

During  our  visits  several  candidates  iinderwent  an  oral  examination  on 
Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Surgery.  The  examination  on  Anatomy  was 
conducted  by  Professor  Goodsir,  assisted  by  Dr.  Robertson,  Assessor;  that 
on  Physiology  by  Professor  Bennett,  assisted  by  Dr.  Seller,  Assessor  ; 
while  Professor  Spence,  assisted  by  Mr.  BeU,  Assessor,  examined  on 
Surgery. 

The  examination  on  Anatomy  was  largely  demonstrative,  the  candi- 
date being  required  to  show  his  knowledge  on  bones,  dissections,  and 
wet  preparations  placed  before  him.  In  the  course  of  the  examination 
on  Physiology,  the  candidates  were  required  to  explain  the  nature  of  pre- 
parations of  minute  structure  placed  under  the  microscope.  The  exami- 
nation on  Surgery  was  largely  illustrated  by  wet  and  dry  preparations, 
and  morbid  specimens  illustrative  of  Surgical  diseases. 

The  examiners  sat  at  different  tables,  each  candidate  passing  in  rota- 
tion from  one  to  the  other,  and  remaining  about  twenty  minutes  at  each. 
Two  examiners  sat  at  each  table,  one  putting  the  questions,  the.  other 
taking  notes  of  the  subjects  over  which  the  examination  extended. 

The  method  by  which  the  competence  of  the  candidates  was  estimated, 
is  explained  in  Schedule  No.  I.  to  this  Rejiort,  and  we  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  it  fully  tested  in  the  course  of  the  examination. 

We  were  also  furnished  with  the  questions  used  in  tlio  written  examina- 
tions on  these  subjects,  which  are  given  in  Schedule  No.  II. 


« 


4 


We  farther  received  specimens  of  the  written  answers  selected  at  random 
from  the  three  following  classes  : — 
Is*.  Passed. 

2d.  Admitted  to  an  oral  examination,  though  written  answers  not 
very  good. 

3d.  Rejected  on  the  written  examination. 
A  careful  examination  of  these  papers  convinced  us  that  the  standard 
laid  down  was  strictly  adhered  to. 

It  happened  that  all  the  gentlemen  who  were  under  examination  at  our 
visit  were  candidates  who  had  been  previously  examined,  but  remitted 
for  a  further  trial ;  a  circumstance  which  had  its  advantages  as  well  as 
disadvantages,  as  far  as  our  understanding  the  system  was  concerned. 

On  the  whole,  the  impression  produced  on  our  minds  by  this  first 
visitation  made  by  us  under  the  Medical  Act  is,  that  such  visitations  will 
be  most  beneficial,  and  are  well  calculated  to  aid  in  promoting  efficiency 
and  uniformity  of  examination  throughout  the  licensing  bodies. 

Andrew  Wood,  M.D. 
Alexaotdkr  Wood,  M.D. 

SCHEDULE  No.  I. 
EXMiNATION  FOR  MEDICAL  DEGREES. 
Marks  to  be  used  for  the  Exercises  and  Oral  Examinations. 

Value. 

100    B. — Good,  above  average.    All  the  questions  answered  well. 
75    S.  B. — Satisfactory.    Two-thirds  of  the  questions  answered  well. 
50    V.  S.  B. — Scarcely  satisfactory.    One-third  of  the  questions  answered 

well.    An  Oral  Examination  in  certain  circumstances. 
30    N.  S.  B. — Decidedly  unsatisfactory.     None  of  the  questions  answered 

well,  or  one  entirely  omitted.    Another  Written  Examination  on 

the  subject  so  marked. 
0  M. — Bad.    All  the  questions  answered  badly,  or  more  than  one  omitted. 

A  Written  Examination  after  another  Annus  Medians  has  been 

completed. 
An  average  of  60  entitles  to  a  pass. 

FIRST  AND  SECOND  EXAMINATIONS. 

Three  Subjects  each. 

1.  CuEMisTKr,  Botany,  and  Natural  History. 

2  Anitomy,  Institutes  of  Meiucine,  and  Surgerv. 

3  B. — Pass  with  honours. 

2  B.  +  1  S.  B.— Pass  with  credit. 

1  V.  S.  B.  -f  2  S.  B. — May  be  allowed  an  Oral  Examination.  If  marks  con- 
tinue the  same,  may  pass  with  admonition. 

1  N.  S.  B.  -f  2  S.  B. — An  Oral  Examination  on  the  subjects  marked  S.  B. 
Another  Written  Examination  on  that  marked  N.  S.  B. 
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1  Male  +  2  S.  B. — Must  p.ass  a  satisfactory  Written  Examination  On  Ibe 
subject  marked  Male  before  bting  admitted  to  an  Oral  Examination  on  any  of 
the  subjects. 

2  V.  S.  B.  +  1  S.  B.— Remitted. 

1  N.  S.  B.  +  1  V.  S.  E.  +  1  S.  B.— Remitted. 

All  below  these  remitted,  and  the  Candidate  required  tO  undergo  another 
Written  Examination  on  all  the  subjects; 


FINAL  EXAMINATION. 

Materia  Medica,  Midwifery,  Practice  of  Physic,  Pathology, 
Medical  Jurisprudence,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

{Prescriptions  to  he  judged  separately.^ 

6  B. — Pass  with  honours. 

4  B.  +  2  S.  B  —  Pass  with  credit. 

2  V.  S.  B.  +  4  S.  B. — An  Oral  Examination.  If  mai-ks  continue  the  same 
may  pass  with  admonition. 

2  N.  S.  B.  +  4  S.  B.— An  Oral  Examination  on  the  subjects  marked  S.  B. 
Another  Written  Examination  on  those  marked  N.  S.  B. 

1  Male  +  6  3.  B. — Must  pass  a  satisfactory  AVritteii  Examination  on  the 
subject  marked  Male  before  being  admitted  to  an  Oral  Examination  on  any  of 
the  subjects. 

4  V.  S.  B  +  2  S.  B.— Remitted. 

2  N.  S.  B.  +  2  V.  S.  B.  +  2  S.  B.— Remitted. 
2  Male  +  4  S.  B.— Remitted; 

All  below  these  remitted,  and  the  Candidate  required  to  undergo  another 
Written  Examination  on  all  the  subjects. 

In  all  cases,  two-thirds  below  average  rejects. 


SCHEDULE  No.  II. 

SECOND  EXAMINATION. 
Tuesday,  4:ih  July  1865. 

The  Answers  on  each  subject  to  be  written  on  a  separate  paper. 

The  paper  to  be  folded  according  to  pattej-n  shown,  and  the  Subject,  as  well 
as  the  Name  and  Address  of  the  Candidate,  to  be  written  on  the  out- 
side. 

Tlie  name  of  the  Candidate  to  he  also  written  on  this  printed  paper,  which 
is  to  be  returned  along  with  the  Exercise.  Both  to  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  one  of  the  Examiners  before  the  Candidate  leaves. 

No  Books  or  Notes  of  any  kind  are  allowed,  and  no  Communication  among 
tlie  Candidates. 

a  2 
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ANATOMY. 

Any  three,  hut  not  more  than  tliree,  of  the  following  Questions 
to  he  answered  : — 

1.  Describe  the  posterior  triangular  space  ia  the  right  side  of  the  NecTi ; 
and  state  how  it  differs  from  the  corresponding  space  on  the  left. 

2.  State  the  characteristics  of  the  folia  aud  lobes  of  the  Cerebellum  ; 
and  give  the  anatomical  arrangements  by  which  the  Cerebellum  is  con- 
nected with  the  Medulla  Oblongata  and  the  Cerebrum. 

3.  Describe  the  structure  of  the  Testis,  including  the  Epididymis. 

4.  Give  the  anatomical  characters  of  a  Capillary,  of  an  Artery,  and  of 
a  Vein. 

INSTITUTES  OF  MEDICINE. 

Any  three,  hut  not  more  than  three,  of  the  following  Questions 
to  he  answered  : — 

1.  What  is  the  vital  property  of  the  Nerve  Tube,  aud  the  actions 
occasioned  by  exciting  its  terminations  in  brain,  miiscle,  gland,  and  skin  ? 

2.  How  are  the  blood  corpuscles  formed  in  the  adidt  ?  What  are  their 
functions,  and  how  is  Leucocythemia  produced  ? 

3.  What  are  the  proofs  that  ContractiUty  exists  in  the  caijillary  blood- 
vessels ? 

4.  Describe  the  planner  in  which  the  rapidity  of  the  Nerve-current  is 
determined. 

SURGERY. 

Any  three,,  6iii  not  more  than  three,  of  the  following  Questions 
to  he  answered : — 

1.  Symptoms,  pathology,  and  treatment,  of  different  forms  of  Htemor- 
rhoids,  with  reasons  for  treatment. 

2.  Describe  the  symptoms  and  appearances  in  a  case  of  Fracture  of  the 
"  Surgical  Neck  "  of  the  Humerus,  and  state  the  ti'eatment  and  its  objects. 

3.  Describe  the  operation  for  Excision  of  the  Elbow  Joint  by  a  single 
longitudinal  incision ;  the  points  to  b,e  attended  to  in  operating  ;  aud 
state  what  are  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  of  this  plan  as  contrasted 
with  the  H  incision. 

4.  Describe  the  symptoms,  jjathology,  and  princijial  methods  of  treat- 
ment of  Popliteal  Aneurism. 
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REPORT  BY  DEPUTATION 

OF  THE 

BRANCH  MEDICAL  COUNCIL  FOR  SCOTLAND 

APPOINTED  TO  VISIT  THE  EXAMINATION  FOR  DEGREES  IN 
MEDICINE  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  GLASGOW. 

On  the  25tli  July  1865  we  visited  the  Examination"  for  Degrees  in 
Medicine  at  the  University  of  Glasgow.  We  were  courteously  received 
by  the  Professors,  who  furnished  us  with  full  details  of  the  method  of 
conducting  the  examinations,  both  written  and  oral,  as  also  with  copies 
of  the  questions  used  in  the  written  examinations,  which  we  append  to 
this  Report.  We  have  had  the  opportunity  of  perusing  various  specimens 
of  the  written  answers,  some  of  them  marked  good,  some  marked  medium, 
and  some  marked  bad,  and  thus  we  were  enabled  to  judge  of  the  standard 
which  is  applied  in  deciding  regarding  them.  It  is  not  the  usual  custom 
to  remit  candidates  on  the  written  answers  alone,  an  opportunity  being 
almost  invariably  given  them  of  going  up  for  the  oral  even  though  the 
written  answers  may  be  unsatisfactory.  The  experience  of  the  examiners, 
we  were  told,  is  that  very  rarely  indeed  is  the  result  diiferent ;  but  if 
the  requisite  numbers  are  obtained  on  the  aggregate  of  the  two  examina- 
tions, a  candidate  may  pass,  though  his  written  answers  may  have  been 
deficient,  unless  the  deficiency  has  been  in  regard  to  a  practical  subject. 
We  had  the  ojiportunity  of  hearing  several  candidates  examined  orally, 
— the  examination  on  Anatomy  being  conducted  by  Professor  AUen  Thom- 
son, that  on  Physiology  by  Professor  A.  Buchanan,  that  on  Materia 
Medica  by  Professor  Easton,  that  on  Surgery  by  Professor  Lister,  that  on 
Medicine  by  Professor  Gairdner,  that  on  Midwifery  by  Professor  Pagan, 
and  that  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  by  Professor  Rainey.  The  Professors 
sit  at  separate  tables,  and  each  candidate  is  iinder  examination  for  about 
twenty  minutes.  The  examinations  on  Anatomy  and  Histology  were 
demonstrative,  being  conducted  by  means  of  dissections,  preparations, 
models,  etc.  ;  the  Materia  Medica  and  the  Chemistry  examinations  were 
iUustrated  by  specimens.  Two  assessors,  viz..  Dr.  Fleming  and  Dr. 
Coates,  were  also  present  at  the  examinations,  visiting  the  various  tables  in 
succession.  We  observed,  however,  that,  during  a  considerable  part  of 
each  examination,  there  was  no  one  present  excepting  the  examining  Pro- 
fessor and  the  candidate.    We  think  it  would  be  an  improvement  were  it 
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80  arranged  that  no  examination  should  be  conducted  unless  in  tlie  presence 
of  not  less  than  two  Professors,  or  one  Professor  and  an  Assessor,  one  of 
whom  should  take  jottings  of  the  subjects  of  examination.  This  would 
be  more  satisfactory,  both  to  the  Professor  and  to  the  candidate.  Several 
of  the  Professors  expressed  to  us  their  anxious  wish  that  such  an  arrange- 
ment should  be  made  imperative.  We  had  opportunities  of  seeing  in 
operation  the  method  of  judging  of  the  answers  of  candidates,  as  well  in 
the  written  as  in  the  oral  examinations.  We  give  a  table  of  the  terms 
tised  in  judging,  and  the  numerical  signification  attached  to  these  terms  : — 

Optime  =10 
Admodum  Bene  =  8 
Bene  =  6 

Satis  Bene  =  4 

Vix  Satis  Bene  =  2 
Pessime  =  0 

Unless  a  candidate  gain  the  value  of  20  on  the  whole  subjects,  he  is  not 
allowed  to  pass.  From  the  specimens  we  saw  we  are  satisfied  that  the 
standard  is  rigidly  adhered  to. 

In  medicine,  each  candidate  is  also  examined  clinically  in  the  Hospital, 
having  to  give  a  report  on  a  case  of  disease,  to  show  his  abUity  to  examine 
luine,  to  employ  the  ordinary  means  of  jDhysical  diagnosis,  and  generally 
to  show  his  aptitude  in  other  miscellaneous  details  of  d-aUy  practice. 

We  had  not  an  opportunity  of  seeing  this  carried  out,  but  Professor 
Gairdner  has  explained  to  us  the  method  which  is  followed. 

R.  Chbistison. 
Andrew  Wood. 
Alexander  Wood. 
■  James  Syme. 


SCHEDULES. 

[N.B. —  The  Questions  which  were  printed  for  the  Examination  are  given. 
Others  were  written  on  a  black  board.] 

ELEMENTARY  ANATOMY.  * 

July  1865. 

1.  Describe  the  form,  size,  and  position  of  the  acetabulum  in  the  os 
innominatum,  the  difference  in  the  condition  of  this  part  of  the  dried 
bone  at  the  ages  of  18  and  of  25  years,  and  the  disposition  of  the  carti- 
lage, ligaments,  and  synovial  structures  connected  with  it  in  the  wet 
state. 

2.  Describe  form,  position,  and  attachments  of  the  biceps  brachn 
muscle,  and  state  the  relation  in  which  its  several  parts  are  placed  with 
respect  to  the  surrounding  bones,  ligaments,  and  muscles. 

•  3.  Describe  the  form,  position,  and  attachments  of  the  diaphragm  in 
its  muscular  and  tendinous  parts  ;  mention  the  several  larger  organs 
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which  pass  through  it,  and  state  the  nature  of  its  action  and  its  mechanical 
effect  in  connexion  with  the  movements  of  respiration. 

4.  Give  a  short  account  of  the  structure  and  mechanism  of  the  mitral 
and  aortic  semilunar  valves  of  the  heart. 


ADVANCED  ANATOMY. 
July  1865. 

1.  Describe  the  immediate  relations  of  the  brachial  artery  at  the  bend 
of  the  arm  to  fasciae,  tendons  and  muscles,  to  nerves  and  to  veins. 

2.  Describe  the  muscles,  blood-vessels,  and  nerves  as  they  lie  in  the 
space  immediately  within  the  ramus  of  the  lower  jaw,  or  as  they  would 
be  exposed  by  a  dissection  made  after  the  removal  of  that  portion  of 
bone. 

3.  Describe  the  origin,  coui-se,  and  distribution  of  the  deep  pudic 
artery  ;  mention  what  part  or  branches  of  it  are  liable  to  be  wounded  in 
the  lateral  operation  of  lithotomy  ;  and  state  by  what  artery  the  terminal 
branches  of  the  pudic  are  replaced  when  that  artery  is  absent  or  deficient. 

4.  Give  a  short  account  of  the  minute  structure  of  the  following 
tissues  : — 

The  muscular  substance  of  the  heart. 
The  muscular  coats  of  the  gullet. 
A  spinal  nerve. 

A  ganglion  of  the  sympathetic  nerve. 

CHEMISTRY. 
Aj^^ril  1865. 

The  Candidates  are  expected  to  answer  two  Questions  in  each  Section. 


1.  Describe  the  preparation  of  Chlorine  from  Hydrochloric  Acid,  and 
give  the  equation  expressing  the  change, 

2.  Give  a  process  for  the  preparation  of  Iodide  of  Potassium,  and  men- 
tion its  principal  impurities. 

3.  Give  the  symbol  for  Alum,  and  explain  its  preparation  from  Alum 
Shale. 

II. 

Solve  the  following  equations,  putting  the  proper  values  iu  the  place 
m  and  n. 

1.  wIICl+S6S,= 

2.  Fej  0,  3  S  0,+m  N  H,+m  H  0  = 

3.  Ag-fnHOSO,= 


111. 


1.  What  is  meant  by  Substances  being  Isomorplious  ? 
Give  two  examples  of  Isomorplious  Compounds. 

2.  By  what  reactions  is  Magnesia  detected  ? 

UrineT'^'^*^  composition  of  Urea,  and  how  is  it  prepared  from  the 
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REPORT  BY  THE  SAME  DEPUTATION 

ON 

THE  EXAMINATION  FOR  LICENSES  BY  THE  FACULTY  OF 
PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS  OF  GLASGOW. 

On  the  same  d'ay  on  which  we  attended  the  examinations  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Glasgow  (25th  July),  we  had  the  opportunity  of  being  present 
at  a  special  single  examination  by  the  Glasgow  Faculty,  which  happened 
to  take  place  on  that  day.  The  candidate  had  previously  been  subjected 
to  a  written  ex£smiuation.  We  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  his  written 
answers,  which  were  deemed  satisfactoiy.  He  was  then  in  our  presence 
examined  orally  by  a  Board,  consisting  of  Dr.  Ritchie,  who  examined  in 
Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  Dr.  J.  Morton,  who  examined  in 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  Dr.  Adams,  who  examined  in  Surgery  and  Mid- 
wifery, and  Dr.  Perry,  who  examined  in  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica. 
Each  examiner  occupied  about  twenty  minutes.  The  examination  was 
illustrated  by  preparations,  specimens,  etc. 

In  judging  of  the  question  whether  the  candidates  should  pass  or  not, 
the  examiners  seemed  to  have  no  specilic  standard,  but  to  decide  upon 
the  general  tenor  of  the  examination.  We  do  not  consider  that,  from  a 
single  exceptional  examination,  we  can  form  a  correct  notion  of  the  ordi- 
nary method  of  examining  and  judging  of  the  regular  examinations  of  the 
Faculty,  which  we  believe  are  somewhat  dilferently  conducted  from  whart 
is  the  case  in  regard  to  the  single  exceptional  examinations  ;  Ave  therefor^ 
deem  it  right  that  we  should  ;igain  visit  the  examination  of  the  Glasgow 
Faculty  on  a  regular  statutory  occasion,  when  we  shall  be  prepared  to 
report  further. 

Nothing  could  be  more  courteous  than  our  reception,  and  the  officials  of 
the  Faculty  displayed  the  utmost  readiness  to  put  us  in  possession  of  all 
the  information  we  could  desire. 

11.  ClIKISTISON. 

James  Svmk. 
Andrew  Wood. 
Alexander  Wood. 


REPORT  BY  DEPUTATION 


OF 

BPtANCH  MEDICAL  COUNCIL  FOE  SCOTLAND 

APPOINTED  TO  VISIT  THE  EXAMINATION  FOR  DEGREES  IN 
THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  ABERDEEN. 

Edinburgh,  August  1865. 

As  commissioned  by  the  Scottish  Branch  of  the  General  Conncil  of 
Medical  Education  and  Registration,  we  proceeded,  on  the  27th  August 
1865,  to  insjiect  the  examinations  for  the  Medical  Degrees  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Aberdeen.  Dr.  Fleming,  who  was  associated  with  us  in  the 
work,  was  unavoidably  prevented  from  attending. 

The  forenoon  we  spent,  under  the  kind  guidance  of  Professor  Struthers, 
in  examining  the  means  of  teaching  possessed  by  the  University,  and  we 
cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  thorough  and  complete  character 
of  all  the  arrangements  for  imparting  instruction  ;  although  the  written 
examinations  were  over  before  our  arrival,  the  amplest  opportunity  was 
given  to  us  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
conducted. 

Each  candidate  lodges  with  the  Dean  of  the  Medical  Faculty  a  schedule, 
of  which  a  copy  is  appended  (No.  I. ) 

He  then  receives,  duly  filled  up,  a  copy  of  the  notice  (No.  II.)  telling 
him  the  day  and  hour  of  the  written  examination.  The  times  of  the 
examinations,  it  will  be  observed  on  referring  to  this  notice,  are  so 
arranged  that  each  candidate /o?'  each  -professional  examination  has  but  one 
Subject  per  day. 

Before  each  candidate  is  placed  a  printed  copy  of  rules  (No.  III.) 

Formerly,  in  Aberdeen,  the  candidates  sat  round  long  tables  in  the  com- 
mon hall,  as  is  still  done  in  the  written  examinations  of  some  boards. 
Now,  however,  the  long  tables  have  been  discarded,  and  each  candidate 
occupies  a  seat  at  a  small  table  reserved  for  his  exclusive  use  This,  we  were 
informed,  is  found  in  practice  greatly  to  lighten  the  labour  of  the  super- 
intendent of  the  written  examination,  and  also  to  render  more  difficult 
those  disgraceful  means  of  obtaining  assistance  surreptitiously,  which  we 
fear  are  still  too  common  in  all  our  schools. 
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By  the  kindness  of  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the  University,  we  were 
furnished  with  a  complete  set  of  the  printed  questions  which  had  been 
placed  before  the  candidates  at  the  April  and  July  written  examinations 
—  appended  to  our  Eeport  (No.  IV.) 

In  the  written  examinations,  three  hours  are  allowed  for  each  of  the 
nine  subjects. 

The  oral  examination  at  which  we  had  the  jdeasure  of  being  present, 
was  the  first  professional  only.  It  commenced  at  three  p.m.  and  lasted 
until  five,  recommenced  at  six  and  terminated  at  eight. 

It  was  conducted  at  tables,  one  beiug  devoted  to  each  subject,  two 
and  often  more  examiners  being  present  at  each  table.  Each  candidate 
was  on  an  average  examined  for  about  fifteen  minutes  on  Botany,  Che- 
mistry, and  Materia  Medica,  and  for  about  tvyeu^y  minutes  on  the  other 
subjects. 

It  is  a  rule  with  the  Medical  Faculty  that  when  a  candidate  has  got  the 
mark  of  "  opthne"  (in  the  system  of  marks  to  be  explained  hereafter)  on 
all  the  subjects  of  the  written  examination,  he  is  not  subjected  to  an  oral 
examination  at  all.  It  occurred  to  us  to  see  two  candidates  exempted  in 
this  way.  No  one  who  has  had  much  practice  in  examining  can  fail  to 
be  struck  with  the  disparity  between  the  written  and  oral  examination  of 
the  same  candidate  in  not  a  few  cases,  a  circumstance  which  seems  to  us 
to  render  it  desirable  that  both  methods  of  testing  the  acquirements  of 
candidates  should  in  every  case  be  employed.  We  i^ierely  remark  this  in 
passing  as  a  subject  deserving  of  consideration. 

One  peculiar'ity  in  the  distribution  of  the  subjects  for  the  fii'st  and  second 
professional  examination  struck  us  very  forcibly.  In  Aberdeen,  Materia 
Medica  is  included  in  the  list  of  subjects  for  the  first  examination,  com- 
ing thus  at  an  earlier  period  than  the  examination  on  Practice  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery.  It  is  evident  that  by  this  arrangement  the  examination 
must  necessarily  be  confined  to  the  Natural  Histoiy  and  Elementary 
Chemistry  of  Drugs,  and  that  no  examination  on  Therapeutics  can  take 
place,  and  that,  consequently,  unless  this  deficiency  be  supplemented  by  the 
Professors  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  at  the  second  examination,  the  stu- 
dent's knowledge  of  this  important  department  of  his  profession  will  never 
be  tested  by  examination  at  all.  We  found,  on  inquiry,  that  this  arrange- 
ment was  ordered  by  an  ordinance  of  the  University  Commissioners,  and 
is  much  objected  to  by  the  present  excellent  Professor,  Dr.  Harvey.  In 
conversation  with  that  gentleman,  he  suggested  several  plans  for  remedy- 
ing the  evil,  one  in  particular  winch  struck  us  as  of  wider  ajiplication  than 
to  that  subject  alone,  viz.,  that  instead  of  one  six  months'  course  of 
Materia  Medica,  that  subject  should  be  divided  into  two  three  months' 
coiu-ses,  whereof  one,  tlie  descripLiou  of  the  drugs  and  the  pra'parata  et 
composiia  should  precede  tlic  practical  branches  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  ; 
and  the  other.  Therapeutics,  properly  so  called,  should  be  given  at  a  later 
period. 

Each  student  at  Aberdeen  presenting  himself  for  examination  receives 
a  card,  on  which  are  printed  in  order  the  several  subjects  of  examination, 
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and  as  lie  leaves  the  table  the  Professor  who  has  examined  him  iiiitials  the 
subject  on  which  he  has  examined. 

Although  at  least  two  examiners  are  present  at  each  table,  we  did  not 
observe  that  any  minute  was  kept  of  the  subjects  on  which  each  candidate 
was  examined,  as  is  most  eflSciently  done  ia  the  examinations  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  and  niight,  we  think,  with  advantage  be  carried 
out  in  the  examinations  of  all  Boards. 

One  feature  of  the  examinations  particularly  marked  at  Aberdeen  was 
their  demonstrative  character.  Each  Professor  was  liberally  supplied  with 
objects  relating  to  his  special  department,  which  the  student  was  required 
to  illustrate  and  explain.  This  method  is  calculated  to  test  a  candidate 
thoroughly  on  what  he  knows  by  real  study,  and  not,  as  is  too  often  the 
case  at  present,  on  what  he  has  been  merely  crammed  with,  or  has  crammed 
himself  with,  for  examination  purposes. 

We  were  also  struck  with  the  facUrty  of  the  students  in  overcoming 
what  may  be  called  the  mechanical  part  of  their  examination.  Right  or 
wrong,  they  answered  freely  and  readily,  leaving  on  the  iniud  of  the 
examiner  no  painful  feeling  that  the  candidate  was  entirely  unaccustomed 
to  such  mental  discipline,  and  that  possibly  on  this  account  he  might  be 
doing  himself  injustice.  On  inquiry  as  to  the  cause  of  this,  we  were 
informed  that  most  of  the  students  had  undergone  a  complete  literary 
course,  comprising  examinations  at  the  University ;  that  a  large  propor- 
tion of  them  had  taken  the  degree  of  M.A.  before  entering  on  tlTeir  medi. 
cal  studies,  and  that  they  had  been  accustomed  to  attend  the  weekly 
examinations  regularly,  attendance  on  these  being  compulsory,  except  in 
very  special  cases. 

The  Medical  Faculty  of  the  University  of  Aberdeen  have  bestowed 
much  attention  on  the  subject  of  the  marks  given  to  candidates,  in  order 
to  determine  their  position  in  the  pass  list.  They  attach  great  import- 
ance to  the  system  of  "merits"  and  "honours,"  finding  that  it  stimu- 
lates students  to  diligent  and  accurate  study,  and  affords  the  holders  of 
such  honourable  certificates  a  ready  passport  to  situations  in  England  or 
elsewhere. 

We  append  (No.  IV.)  a  written  explanation  of  this  system,  kindly  fur- 
nished to  us,  at  the  request  of  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  by  Professor 
Brazier. 

We  had  the  opportimity,  by  special  request,  of  being  present  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Professors  held  at  tlie  conclusion  of  the  examinations  for 
the  purpose  of  deciding  upon  the  merits  of  the  candidates.  Each  Pro- 
fessor gave  his  report  on  his  own  subject,  and  then  the  deduction  as  to 
the  position  of  the  candidates  was  made  from  a  very  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  whole,  a  certain  general  minimum  being  required  to  be 
attained  before  a  candidate  can  pass. 

In  concluding  this  Report,  it  is  impossible  not  to  say  how  pleased  we 
were  with  the  thoroughness  of  the  whole  work  in  this  ancient  University, 
and  how  gratifying,  not  only  to  ourselves  personally,  but  also  to  the 
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body  by  wboin  we  were  deputed,  was  calculated  to  be  the  more  than 
kiad  and  courteous  reception  which  we  met  with. 

Alexander  Wood,  M.D. 

Andrew  Wood,  M.D. 


APPENDIX. 

No.  I. 

MEDICAL  SCHEDULE. 
To  be  fiUed  up  in  the  handwriting  of  each  candidate  for  a  Medical  Degree. 
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U7icler  whom,  where,  when,  and  how  long,  the  Candidate  practined  the 
Compounding  and  Dispensing  of  Medicines. 

At  what  Hospital,  under  what  Physicians,  under  what  Surgeons,  when, 
and  how  long,  the  Candidate  attended  respectively  the  Medical  and 
the  Surgical  Wards. 

Tlte  Candidate  may  here  state  whether  he  possesses  any  or  what  Degree 
in  Arts,  or  any  or  what  Degree  or  Licence  in  Medicine  or  Surgery. 


No.  IL 

University  of  Aberdeen. 

MEDICAL  GRADUATION  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  Written  Examinations  at  the  ensuing  Medical  Graduation  Term 
will  commence  on  ,  the  ,  and  be  conducted  in  the 

following  order  : — 


1 

FIRST 
PROFESSIONAL. 

9  A.M. 

Chemistry. 

9  a.m. 

Materia 
Medica. 

9  A.M. 

Botany. 

Elementary 
Anatomy. 

SECOND 
PROFESSIONAL. 

1  p.m. 

Advanced 
Anatomy. 

1  P.M. 

Surgery. 

1  P.M. 

Physiology. 

Zoology,  and  ^ 
Comparative  > 
Anatomy.  ) 

THIRD 
PROFESSIONAL. 

5  P.M. 

Practice 

OF 

Medicine. 

5  P.M. 

Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

5  P.M. 

Midwifery. 
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No.  Ill, 

U^■lvEESITY  OF  Aberdeex. 

REGULATIONS  TO  BE  OBSERVED  BY  CANIDATES  AT  THE 
EXAMINATIONS  FOR  MEDICAL  DEGREES. 

1.  The  heading  at  the  top  of  each  sheet  of  paper  mvist  be  properly 
filled  up  with  the  date  and  the  name  of  the  subject  of  the  Exercise. 

2.  No  -Hriting  is  allowed  on  the  margin  of  the  page. 

3.  No  half-sheet  of  paper  is  allowed  to  be  given  in. 

4.  Each  Exercise  must  be  signed  by  the  Candidate  ;  and  if  it  occupies 
more  than  one  sheet,  it  must  have  the  pages  jirojierly  numbered,  and  each 
sheet  of  the  Exercise  must  be  signed.  All  the  sheets  to  be  returned  in- 
side the  paper  containing  the  printed  questions. 

Candidates  will  further  bear  in  mind  that,  in  passing  a  judgment  on  the 
Exercises,  the  Examiners  will  have  particular  regard  to  the  Carefulness 
and  Cleanliness  of  the  Writing,  to  accuracy  in  Grammar  and  SjieUing,  and 
to  general  Clearness  and  Correctness  of  Expression. 

Any  Candidate  found  copying  from  another,  using  hooks  or  papers,  or 
taking  other  unfair  advantages  in  the  Examination,  will  be  at  once  rejected, 
besides  being  subjected  to  such  further  penalty  as  the  Medical  Faculty  may 
set  ft  to  impose  in  the  case. 


No.  IV. 

Specimens  of  Papers  for  the  Written  Examinations. 
BOTANY. 


By  Mr. 


July  1865. 

L  Describe  the  structure,  and  state  the  true  nature  of  leaf  buds. 

2.  Name  the  parts  of  the  ovule  previous  to  fecundation,  and  state  their 
order  of  development.  « 

3.  Name  the  parts  of  the  flower,  and  state  their  relation  to  each  other 
and  to  the  subtending  bractea. 

4.  Define  the  terms  Micropyle,  Orthotropous,  Monoecieus,  Gymno- 
spermous. 

5.  Describe  the  structure  of  the  fruit  in  the  following  orders,— under 
the  heads,  simple  or  compound,  Placentation,  and  Dehiscence,— Cruci- 
feroe,  Leguminosse,  Priniulaceaj. 

6.  Refer  the  order  PolygonaceiB  to  class  and  sub-class,  state  the 
character  and  general  properties. 

hi-f^''"'^^''''^'*''"''''  belonging  to  the  orders  CucurbitacejB,  Um- 

oelJUerte,  Polygonacea,  Euphorbiace®. 
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CHEMISTRY. 
By  Mr.   

24</t  July  18G5. 

1.  Name  tlie  constituents  of  tlie  atmosphere  ;  and  describe  a  process  for 
ascertaining  the  relative  proportion  of  each. 

2.  If  the  vapour  of  water  comes  in  contact  with  red-hot  iron,  what 
action  occurs  ?    Give  the  i^roperties  of  the  products. 

3.  Describe  the  process  of  making  Lime,  and  explain  the  dififeren.ce 
tetween  quick-lime  and  slaked  lime. 

4.  Complete  the  following  equations — 

Ba  CI  -f  Na  0,  S  0,  = 
Fe^  CI3  +  3  (K  0,  H  0)  = 
2  Ca  0  -f  2  CI  = 
6  (Fe  0,  SO3)  +  3  CI  = 

5.  How  would  you  distinguish  by  means  of  the  blowpipe  between  Bis- 
muth, Silver,  and  Lead? 

6.  State  the  reactions  of  Nitrate  of  Silver  with  Protosulphate  of  Iron, 
Common  Phosphate  of  Soda,  and  Sidphide  of  Sodium,  respectively. 

7.  Enumerate  the  Oxides  of  Copper  ;  and  explain  by  diagi-am  the  action 
of  Caustic  Potash  upon  a  solution  of  Sulphate  of  Copper  in  the  presence  of 
Grape  Sugar  (Diabetic  Sugar) . 

MATERIA  MEDICA. 
By  Mr.   

July  1865. 

1.  Name  the  Officinal  Prejjarations  of  Zinc ;  Magnesia;  Aconite ; 
Catechu;  and  Colchicum. 

2.  State  the  average  dose  for  an  Adult  of  each  of  the  following  prepara- 
tions,— namely,  Acidum  Gallicum ;  Acidum  Hydrocyanicum  JJilutum; 
Antimonium  Tartaratuni,  (1)  as  an  Expectorant,  (2)  as  a  vascular  depres- 
sant, (3)  as  an  Emetic ;  Calomelas,  (I)  as  a  Purgative,  (2)  as  an  Alterative  ; 
Cusso  ;  Kamela  ;  Liquor  Galcis  ;  Saccharatxis  ;  Liquor  Strichnice  ;  Liquor 
Arsenicalis ;  Pilula  Opii;  Plumhi  Acetas ;  Podophylli  Resina ;  Potassii 
Bromidum  ;  Pulvis  Kino  c.  Opto  ;  Quinice  Sulj>hus. 

3.  What  i)art  or  parts  of  the  following  plants  are  officinal — namely, 
Colocynth ;  Scammony ;  Jalap;  Aconite;  Belladonna;  Colchicum;  Digi- 
talis; Filix  ;  Cardamomum  ;  Kramer ia. 

4.  What  are  the  chief  ingredients  in  Pulvis  CatecJiu  Comp. ;  Pihda 
Colocynthidxs  Comp.  ;  Pilula  Calomelanos  Oomp. ;  Decoctum  Sars  Comp.  ; 
Decoctum  Aloes  Comp.;  Pulvis  Ehei  Comp.;  Pulvis  Scammonice  Comp.; 
Tinctufa  Genlianae  Composita. 

5.  Describe  the  physiological  action  of  Opium— Jirst,  in  moderate  or 
medicinal  doses ;  and,  secondly,  in  excessive  or  poisonous  doses. 

Or,  instead  of  Ojnum,  the  physiological  action,  in  fidl  doses,  of  Ca?i- 
nabis  Indica  ;  or  Chloroform. 

6.  Name  the  different  kinds  of  Extract's  to  be  found  in  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  ;  and  give  an  example  of  each  kind. 

7.  Name  the  officinal  Cinchona  Barks  ;  the  predominant  Alkaloids  con- 
tained in  each  kind ;  and  the  officinal  preparations  made  from  these 
barks. 

8.  Enumerate  (giving  the  names  in  Latin,  and  unabridged)  the  officinal 
preparations  of  Iron. 
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ELEMENTARY  ANATOMY. 
By  Mr.   

26<7(  July  1865. 

1.  Give  a  descrijDtion  of  the  specimen  placed  before  you. 

2.  Mention  tlie  Bones  with  which  each  of  the  Metacarpal  and  Meta- 
tarsal Bones  articulates ;  and  give  the  Homology  of  the  Carpal  and  Tarsal 
Bones. 

3.  Describe  the  anatomy  of  the  following  Muscles — (n)  Rectus  Abdo- 
minis ;  (6)  Triceps  Extensor  Culnti ;  (c)  Flexor  Lougus  Digitorum  Pedis. 

4.  Describe  the  under  surface  of  the  Liver,  and  mention  the  parts 
which  occupy  the  various  fissures. 


ADVANCED  ANATOMY. 
By  Mr.   

July  1865. 

1.  Describe  the  Veins  which  are  met  with  in  the  dissection  of  the 
Neck,  superficial  and  deep, — their  foi'mation,  course,  and  termination 
and  mention  the  situations  in  which  Valves  are  found  in  them. 

2.  Describe  the  course,  relations,  and  structure  of  the  Qisoiihagus. 

3.  Describe  the  method  of  making  a  lateral  section  of  the  male  Pelvis, 
so  as  to  retain  the  natural  position  of  the  Viscera  ;  and  describe  the  rela- 
tions of  the  Viscera  and  Fascia,  as  seen  when  the  section  is  completed. 

4.  Mention  the  relative  position  and  appearance  of  the  parts  which  are 
brought  into  view  when  the  Aponeurosis  is  removed  from  the  front  of  the 
Leg  and  back  of  the  Foot. 

5.  Describe  the  arrangement  of  the  Capillary  Blood-vessels  in  the  Liver, 
and  in  the  Kidney. 


PHYSIOLOGY. 
By  Mr.  

2Qth  July  1865. 

1.  Into  what  groups  may  Alimentary  Substances  be  divided,  with 
reference  to  their  Chemical  Composition,  and  their  adaptation  to  Nutri- 
tion ?    In  which  of  these  groups  would  Bread  and  Meat  be  placed  ? 

2.  Describe  the  minute  structure  of  the  Intestinal  Villi,  and  state  what 
parts  the  dififerent  Vessels  and  the  Epithelial  CeUs  are  supposed  to  take 
in  Absorption. 

3.  What  is  meant  by  the  Buflfy  Coat  in  Blood  ?  In  what  way  is  it 
formed  ;  and  in  what  cases  is  it  most  distinct  ? 

4.  Mention  the  principal  constituents  of  Milk,  giving  the  taost  remark- 
able properties  of  each. 

5.  What  secretions  appear  to  be  pre-existent  in  the  Blood  ?  On  what 
grounds  is  this  admitted  ? 

G.  What  are  the  conditions  necessary  for  the  healthy  Nutrition  of  any 
part  of  the  body  ? 

7.  What  are  the  princijial  functions  of  the  Spinal  Cord  ;  and  what  parts 
do  the  Grey  Matter  and  the  Anterior  and  Posterior  Columns  appear  to 
take  m  these  functions  ? 


Candidates  are  expected  to  answer  Four  of  these  Questions. 
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SURGERY. 
By  Mr.   

July  1865. 

1 .  Give  the  symptoms,  pathological  characters,  and  treatment  of  acute 
suppurative  Arteritis. 

2.  Describe  the  operation  of  tying  the  External  Iliac  Artery. 

3.  What  are  the  varieties  of  Symptoms  caused  by  a  foreign  body  in  the 
different  portions  of  the  Laryngo-Tracheal  Canal,  and  what  are  the  varioxis 
modes  of  treatment  dependent  on  the  site  of  the  foreign  body  ? 

4.  Describe  briefly  the  local  and  general  treatment  for  the  first  stage  of 
the  three  first  degi-ees  of  Burns. 

MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE. 
By  Mr.  

July  1865. 

1 .  Give  the  distinctive  sexual  cJiaracters,  respectively,  of  the  male  and 
female  adult  human  skeletons. 

2.  Define  the  legal  crime  of  Rape;  and  adduce  the  points  which  the 
medical  jurist  should  seek  to  bring  out  in  corroboration  of  the  crime, 
when  committed  on  the  puberant  virgin  female. 

3.  What  are  the  symptoms  which  usually  follow  the  continued  exhibi- 
tion of  overdoses  of  Tartar  Emetic ;  and  what  steps  would  you  take  in 
order  to  detect  it  chemically  in  the  body,  where  a  cdse  of  this  sort  has 
terminated  fataUy  ? 

4.  How  woidd  you  proceed  in  the  search  for  Strychnia  in  the  Alimen- 
tary tube,  after  fatal  poisoning  with  this  alkailoid  ? 

MIDWIFERY. 
By  Mr.  

July,  1865. 

1.  Give  the  dimensions  of  a  healthy  female  Pelvis  at  the  Brim  and 
Outlet,  with  the  axis  of  both. 

2.  Give  the  smallest  dimensions  of  a  Pelvis  through  which  a  living 
chUd  can  pass. 

3.  Describe  the  present  theory  of  Menstruation,  the  nature  of  the  dis- 
charge, and  the  changes  observed  in  the  Ovary  after  each  period. 

4.  Give  the  symptoms  and  treatment  of  simple  inflammatory  ulceration 
of  the  Os  and  Cervix  Uteri. 

5.  State  the  untoward  events  which  may  befall  a  woman  in  child-bed, 
from  the  moment  a  child  is  born  to  the  end  of  the  fourth  day,  and  give 
the  treatment  of  those  occun-ing  the  first  day. 

6.  To  what  important  affections  derived  from  the  mother  are  new-bom 
infants  sometimes  exposed  within  the  first  forty-eight  hours  of  their  life. 
State  the  symptoms,  consequences,  and  treatment. 

PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 
By  Mr.   

July,  1865. 

1.  Give  the  Physical  signs  of  (1)  Pleuritic  effusion,  (2)  Hepatized  Lung, 
(3)  Emphysematous  Lung. 
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2.  Describe  the  different  modifications  of  dilated  Bronchus ;  and  the 
effects  i)roduced  by  this  lesion  on  the  surrounding  Lung  tissue. 

3.  Describe  the  pathological  characters  of  fatty  degeneration  of  the 
Heart  ;  its  symptoms  and  signs ;  and  its  treatment. 

4.  What  are  the  diseased  conditions  that  give  rise  to  perforation  of  the 
Alimentary  Canal  ?  What  are  the  symptons  that  most  usually  indicate  the 
occurrence  of  this  lesion  ?    What  is  the  treatment  ? 

5.  What  are  the  chemical  and  jihysical  characters  of  the  Urine,  (1)  in 
Diabetes,  (2)  in  Bright's  Disease  of  the  Kidneys  ? 

6.  What  do  you  suppose  is  the  pathological  condition  of  the  Brain 
■when  the  patient  lies  in  a  semi-comatose  state  in  the  early  stage — prior 
to  the  appearance  of  the  eruption — of  Scarlet  Fever  or  Measles  ?  How 
woidd  you  treat  it  ? 

7.  What  external  parts  and  structures  of  the  body  are  chiefly  affected 
in  Acute  Rheumatism  ?  What  internal  organs  and  structures  are  most 
apt  to  be  secondarily  affected  ?  What  mode  of  treatment  for  the  Rheu- 
matism affords  the  best  protection  against  the  secondary  complications  ? 
Prescribe  the  remedies,  with  directions  for  their  administratioh,  in  Latin 
■jvithout  abbreviations  or  symbols  :  and  explain  their  Therapeutic  action. 

8.  What  do  you  mean  by  Reliex  Paraplegia  ?    Give  examples. . 


No.  V. 

University  of  Aberdeen, 
Aug.  nth,  1865. 

Dr.  Alexander  Wood, 

Dear  Sir, — T  have  been  requested  by  the  Dean  of  the  Medical  Faculty 
to  forward  you — 

(1.)  A.  copy  of  our  printed  schedule  for  showing  the  days  and  hours  of 
the  -written  examinations.  (Three  hours  are  allowed  for  each  of  the  nine 
subjects.) 

(2.)  A  printed  set  of  rules  placed  upon  the  table  of  every  candidate. 

(3.)  A  comiilete  set  of  the  printed  questions  at  the  July  Examinations. 

(4.)  A  comi)lete  set  of  the  i)rinted  questions  at  the  April  Examinations. 

(5.)  A  statement  of  the  time  devoted  to  the  oral  examination  of  each 
subject,  VIZ.,  an  average  of  fifteen  minutes  in  Botany,  Chemistry,  and 
Materia  Medica,  and  an  average  of  t-wenty  minutes  on  the  others. 

(6.)  A  list  of  our  marks,  with  their  estimated  values,  to  enable  others 
to  compare  them,  according  to  the  numerical  system  employed  by  other 
Boards.    They  are  as  follows : —  f  j  j 

Excellent  or  Optime  0  10 

Good           Bene+  Bl+  9 

Good           Bene  B  8 

Good—        Bene—  B   7 

Passable  +   Mediocriter-f-  M+  6 

Passable       Mediocriter  M  5 

Passable —  Mediocriter —    M   i  * 

)  3 

Bad  Pessime  P  |  2 

(7.)  Our  system  of  merit,  and  subsequently  "  honours."  Uoon  each  »ro 
M^onal  ca^mnation  (embracing  three  subjects)  a  candidaKceivesTn 
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order  of  merit  determined  by  the  above  marks  ;  these  orders  of  merit  are 
four  in  number, —  ' 
Pass, 

3?ass  with  credit, 

Pass  with  much  credit, 

Pass  with  highest  credit. 
A  provisional  minute  determines  that  "no  candidate  shall  be  passed  with 
credit,  however  high  he  may  stand  in  any  subject,  unless  he  conies  up  to 
the  standard  of  B —  in  the  others." 

Experience  has  led  us  to  adopt  the  following  divisions  in  determining 
the  orders  of  merit : — 

Uptoj 

B  B—  B—  1  ^'^^^  lowest  mark  previous  to  credit). 


nT>  f  n  )  ^    ^    ^ —  (  o'"       equivalent,  thus 
^I'     I  B+  B+  B—  I  B  -f  B—  B—    =    B  B  B— 

credit.  credit. 


much  credit. 


much  credit. 

B+  0  0 
0      0  0 

highest  credit. 

SYSTEM  OP  HONOURS. 

The  following  is  quoted  from  the  minutes  of  the  Medical  Faculty  upon 
that  subject : — "  Honorary  certificates  to  be  granted  to  deserving  students 
along  with  the  degrees — such  certificates  to  be  of  two  classes — one,  of  the 
highest  academical  honours,  embracing  Medicine  and  Surgery ;  and  the 
other  of  honourable  distinction  either  in  Medicine  or  Surgery,  as  the  case 
may  be. 

"Reserving  special  cases  for  the  consideration  of  the  Faculty,  the  fol- 
lowing rules  are  suggested  for  their  ordinary  procedure  : — 

"  No  certificate  of  the  highest  honours  to  be  given  unless  a  candidate 
comes  up  to  at  least — 

"  (I.)  Much  credit  in  each  of  his  examinations  ;  or 

"  (2.)  Second  and  third  examinations  with  highest  credit,  and  the  first 
with  credit. 

"  No  certificate  of  honourable  distinction  to  be  given  unless  a  candidate 
comes  up  to  the  following  standard  : — 

"  (1.)  One  examination  with  highest  credit,  and  the  others  with  credit. 

"  (2.)  Or  two  examinations  with  much  credit,  and  the  other  with  credit. 

"  (3.)  Or  second  or  third  examinations  with  much  credit,  and  the  other 
two  with  credit. 

"The  certificate  of  honourable  distinction  in  Medicine  or  in  Surgery  to 
be  granted  to  the  candidate  in  accordance  with  the  position  he  may  have 
attained  in  his  second  or  his  third  examination. 

"The  mark  of  B  B  B —  to  be  the  lowest  upon  which  credit  can  be 
given  ;  and  no  candidate  to  be  passed  with  credit,  liowever  high  he  may 
stand  in  any  subject,  unless  he  cornea  up  at  least  to  B —  in  the  others." 
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The  lowest  degree 
of  merit  for  highest 
honours, 


Highest  honours, 


Honourable 
distinction, 


Illustkations. 
iBt  Examination.     2d  Examination.      3d  Examination. 

0  B+  B— 

much  credit. 
B+  0  0 

highest  credit,  highest  credit. 
0  0  0  0  0  0 

highest  credit,  highest  credit,  highest  credit. 
B+  0  0        B  B  B—       B—  B+  B 

highest  credit.       credit.  credit. 

The  B-j-  being  in  Practice  of  Medicine,  the  certi- 
ficate would  be  Honours  in  Medicine  ;  if  in  Sur- 
gery, it  would  be  "Honours  in  Surgery." 


Or 

Honours  in  Medicine, 

Honours  in  Surgery, 
Or 

Honours  in  Medicine, 


Illustrations  of 
cases  deserving  the 
consideration  of  the 
Faculty, 


pass. 


If  there  is  anything  not  perfectly  intelligible,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
give  you  any  further  information.— I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

(Signed)       Jas.  S.  Brazier. 

P.S.—l  have  thought  proper  to  add  one  of  the  schedules  which  a  can- 
didate has  to  fill  up  when  presenting  himself  for  examination. 


